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tlie grave." He continued, while he had strength, to
hold the crucifix, which contained a splinter of the true
cross, to his breast; when his strength failed, he left
that office to Drogo, Bishop of Metz, his natural brother,
who, with the Archbishops of Treves and Mentz, at-
tended his dying hours. His last words were the
German, aus, aus. His attendants supposed that he
was bidding an evil spirit, of whose presence TUne20,
he was conscious, avaunt. He then lifted up AJX 840<
his eyes to heaven, and, with serenity approaching to a
smile, expired.11

Christian history has dwelt at some length on the life of
this monarch. His appellation, the Pious, shows what
the religion was which was held in especial honour in his
day, its strength and its weakness, its virtue, and what
in a monarch can hardly escape the name of vice. It
displays the firmer establishment of a powerful and aris-
tocratic clergy, not merely in that part of Europe which
became the French monarchy, but also in great part of
trans-Khenane Germany; the manner in which they
attained and began to exercise that power; the founda-
tion, in short, of great national Churches, in acknow-
ledged subordination, if not always in rigid obedience,
to the See of K/ome, but also mingling, at times with
overruling weight, in all the temporal affairs of each
, kingdom.

But throughout the reign of Louis the Pious, not
only did the Empire assert this supremacy in
ecclesiastical as in temporal affairs; Teutonic
independence maintained its ground, more perhaps than
its ground, on the great question of image-worship.

u Louis died ou an island of the Khine, opposite to Ingelheim.
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